
Cross Country Race Officials 
2018-19 Season Update 

October 6, 2018 
 



Allan Serrano - Chair, S-C for Country Officials & FIS Regional 
Coordinator 

JJ Ehlers - Competition Services Coordinator 
Bryan Fish Cross - Country Sport Development Manager 



Please keep muted. 
No need to share camera. 

Use the chat feature to ask questions. 
Stay awake! 

Meeting Protocol 



Much of the content of this presentation is derived from the 
work of Karl-Heintz Likert, Chair of the FIS S-C Cross 

Country Rules & Control, and Uros Ponikvar, Chair of the 
ICR Working Group. 

 
Thanks to all of you for your volunteer service 

to sport! 
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Agenda 

✓  US Ski and Snowboard Staff Changes - Bryan 
✓  Review of Jury Work 2017-18 - Allan 
✓  FIS ICR Update - Allan 
✓  Jury Guideline Update - Allan 
✓  FIS Points Rules Update - Allan 
✓  FIS Cancellation or Substitution Procedures - Allan & JJ 
✓  FIS Race Validation - Allan & JJ 
✓  U.S. Ski & Snowboard Competition Services Updates - JJ 
✓  Nordic Competition Guide Updates - Bryan 
✓  NRL TD Report & NRL Sanctions Report 

 
 



New Cross Country Staffing 

New Cross Country Staffing 



Review of Jury Work 2017-18 



Sanctions in World Cup by Category 

Sanction 2016-17 2017-18 

DSQ 5 2 

Competition Suspension 11 3 

2nd Yellow Card = DSQ 0 1 

Yellow Card (without CS) 40 34 

Verbal Warning 0 67 

Time Penalty  0 1 



DSQ + CS Yellow Card Verbal Warning 

Obstruction 3 10 7 

Classic Technique 1 11 46 

Not Following 
Marked Course 

1 5 7 

False Start NA 5 NA 

Sanctions in World Cup by Offence 



Why So Many Verbal Warnings? 



Sanctions in All Competitions by Category 

Sanction Total 2017-18 USA 2017-18 

DSQ 68 0 

Competition Suspension 19 1 (5%) 

2nd Yellow Card = DSQ 16 0 

Yellow Card (without CS) 234 6 (2.5%) 

Verbal Warning 129 17 (13%) 

Time Penalty  11 0 



DSQ + CS Yellow Card Verbal Warning 

Obstruction 1+11 32 15 

Classic Technique 38+8 78 87 

Not Following 
Marked Course 

17+0 39 11 

False Start NA 78 2 

Sanctions in All Competitions by Offence 



Trends... 

•  Classic Technique is our biggest problem. (Violations include 
Turning and Technique Zones.  

•  85% of WC athletes believe technique zones work well, if they are 
applied correctly. 
 



Practical Work Defining Zones Needed in Seminars 

●  Technique Zones on Uphills 
9-12 % with HD > 10 m. 

●  It is possible to collaborate 
with Teams in Zone 
placement. 

●  Zones in place for Training 
times. Day before and day 
of. 

●  Communicate locations to 
Teams - TCM live or Virtual. 

 



Trends... 

Verbal Warning is a good tool that allows us to clearly show that there 
is a rule violation but it has not risen to level where it has significant 
effect on the competition.  

 



Trends... 
•  The ICR, Jury Guide, and 

Sancton Form are 
continually evolving for 
clarity. 

•  False Start sanctions. 



325.4.2.9 Any competitor who causes a False Start will be sanctioned by a written reprimand. Following the 
first False Start in a heat, any competitor who causes a subsequent False Start in the same heat will be 

required to withdraw from the competition. 

352.4.1.1 In Interval Start competitions or Sprint qualifications, early start infractions should be sanctioned 
by a minimum time penalty of 15 seconds (the competitor's actual skiing time + 15 seconds minimum 

penalty).  
 
 

352.4.1.2 In competitions with Pursuit Start, early start infractions should be sanctioned by a time penalty 
equal to the time gained (posted start time minus actual start time) + 30 seconds minimum penalty.  

Violations with Fixed Sanction 





Sanction = 15 second Time Penalty 



Jury Decisions 



Classic Technique  







Classic Technique  







Technique Zone 







Not Skiing the Marked Course 



The jury considered multiple violations by the same competitor in the 
competition in determining “advantage”.  



Obstruction 







Obstruction 







Obstruction 







➢ Document, document, document. 
➢ Protests turn on additional evidence. 
➢  Appeals turn on procedures. It is the purview 

of the Competition Jury make decision on 
violations.  

Protests and Appeals 



ICR Updates 



http://www.fis-ski.com/inside-fis/document-library/cross-country/
index.html#deeplink=rules 



Timing & Technical Data Report 



Expanded Definition of Expenses 



Amending Competition Distances 



Refined Definitions for Classic Technique  



Correct Definition of Maximum Climb 



Refined Procedure for Interval Start  



Refined Procedure for Heat Start  



Recommended Norms for Courses and Stadium  

•  Applies to All Formats 
•  ICRs 321.2.1, 322.2.1, 323.2.1, 324.2.1, 325.2.1, 

326.2.1, 327.2.1 
•  Minimum number of FInish Corridors reduced to three! 
•  No tracks for Freestyle Pursuit Start corridors. 

 



Competitor Requirements 



Refinined Sanction Procedure 



Competition Suspension Extended to Popular Competitions 



FIS Points Rules Update 



http://www.fis-ski.com/inside-fis/document-library/cross-country/
index.html#deeplink=rules 



Minimum Competition Distance for FIS Points 



Cancellation and Substitution Procedures for FIS 
Competitions 



Advance Changes 
•  Changes in the competitions known before the expected arrival 

of the Teams (normally greater than two days prior) reported to 
FIS via Competition Services Coordinator. 
jj.ehlers@usskiandsnowboard.org 

•  Changes include cancellation, new distances, new format. 
•  Events that are already on the FIS Calendar can add 

competitions after the Calendar Deadline 
•  TD should be informed/involved. 
•  SuperTour and National Championships changes involve Sport 

Development Manager. bryan.fish@usskiandsnowboard.org 
 
 
 
 
 



Changes on Site 
•  Homologation numbers are now entered upon 

calendaring and automatically populated in the FIS TD 
report. 

•  It is possible to substitute with a different course with 
Homologation Certificate.

•  In special cases, if the competition will be carried out 
on a non-homologated substitute course, the Technical 
Delegate (TD) has to confirm the norms of the course 
according to ICR article 311. 

 



TD Report Verifies the Course(s) Meet the 
Requirements of the ICR 



Homologation Certificates Online 



Problems with a Course? 
Make comments on the TD Report it may need re-
homologation.
 



Validation of Results 



FIS Timing Report 



FIS Timing Report 



FIS Timing Report 



The Technical Delegate is Responsible to 
Validate the Competition! 



XC TD & U.S. Ski & Snowboard 
Expectations 



• Make sure that the Event is properly Certified by U.S. Ski & 
Snowboard 

• Confirm all athletes in the event are U.S. Ski & Snowboard 
members 

• Confirm only active U.S. Ski & Snowboard & FIS numbers are 
included with the results 

• Verify the correct results are “scored” by U.S. Ski & Snowboard for 
National &/or FIS by checking the website(s) 

• Submit TD report to FIS &/or U.S. Ski & Snowboard 

TD Responsibilities to Competition 
Services 



Results 

●  Only Time Data is 
Added 

●  Checked Against 
Start List 

●  No Additional Data 
●  Clerical Corrections 

OK 

Entries 

●  Verify Data 
●  Establish Deadline 

for Changes 

Start List 

●  Include License 
Numbers 

●  Clean and Verified 

Data Control 



• Club Must Have: 
•  Input Schedule Agreement through Event Administration System 
•  Club Dues have been Paid 
•  Signed Schedule Agreement is returned to U.S. Ski & Snowboard Competition 

Services 
•  Paid Schedule Agreement Fee 

• FIS & U.S. Ski & Snowboard Events 
•  Event on XC Race List - does not guarantee Certification 
•  Event on FIS Calendar– does not guarantee Certification 
•  Event shows up using Event Lookup Tool on USSA site – Guarantees Certification 

https://my.ussa.org/#https://my.ussa.org/ussa-tools/events/search 
 

 

Certified U.S. Ski & Snowboard Event 



• ALL Events require a valid U.S. Ski & Snowboard &/or FIS license 
for every athlete in the race 

• 90% + athletes will be on the most recent US National or FIS list 
• The US National list includes the FIS number for all U.S. Ski & 

Snowboard members that we know about. 
• The FIS list supplied by Competition Services lists the U.S. Ski & 

Snowboard numbers for FIS athletes that are U.S. Ski & 
Snowboard members 

•  If an athlete does not appear on a list than they MUST be checked 
either with U.S. Ski & Snowboard or FIS websites to see if they 
became active after the list was run 

 

Checking National & FIS Numbers 



• Lists can be found at the following link: 
https://usskiandsnowboard.org/competition/points/cross-country-
points 

•  Instructions to load U.S. Ski & Snowboard List into Excel 
• FIS list is an Excel spreadsheet 
• The Submission Template on the website includes the most recent 

National & FIS List 

 

National & FIS Lists 



https://usskiandsnowboard.org/competition/points/cross-country-points 
(Same place as Lists can be found) 
Valid is the day that the list must be used for a Points 
Close is the last day results are included on the list 
 
 

Points List Dates 



• For U.S. Ski & Snowboard Athletes 
•  Use Member Lookup 
 
 
 

 
• For FIS Athletes 

http://data.fis-ski.com/global-links/search-a-athlete.html 
 
 

 

Hand Checking Athletes Not On List 



• Results must be in the completely filled out template available 
at:
https://usskiandsnowboard.org/sport-development/officials-
development/nordic-officials-judges 

• Or in the approved XML format. 
• Send to jj.ehlers@usskiandsnowboard.org and copy the Timer 

and the TD on email within two days of the end of the series. 
•  If there are discrepancies, TD needs to approve changes 

before they are submitted to be scored to either FIS or U.S. Ski 
& Snowboard. 

• New Officials tag added this year 
 
 

Submit Results to U.S. Ski & Snowboard 



 
 

Officials Tab 



• U.S. Ski & Snowboard will send an email to the TD and Timer once 
results are submitted to FIS. 

 

• Once scored to FIS, TD needs to verify results are correct before 
submitting their report. Use athletes in event numbers that match the 
FIS site! 

 

• U.S. Ski & Snowboard will notify the Timer and TD when results are 
scored to the NRL. TD needs to verify these results, confirming that 
the proper penalty and min/max have been applied. A FIS race will 
have a different penalty when scored to the NRL. 
 
 

Scored Results 



• We have until open for Business in Switzerland on Tuesday after a 
FIS List Closes. 

•  It is CRITICAL to get the results submitted ASAP after the 
competition is completed. 

•  It is CRITICAL that the TD and someone from the organizing 
committee check the results on the FIS site 

• The Results must be correct on the FIS site by 8:00 AM Swiss 
time (2 AM Mountain Time) Tuesday after the close date (a 
Sunday) 

• The TD Report must be submitted to FIS by 8:00 AM Swiss time. 
• Otherwise the results will not be included on the next FIS list. 
 

FIS List Closing Date 



✓  Only Active FIS and U.S. Ski & Snowboard numbers are allowed 
✓  Use FIS names, not nicknames. 
✓  It is the athletes responsibility to submit a valid FIS & National 

numbers. 
✓  If an inactive FIS athlete accidentally gets submitted to FIS, then 

U.S. Ski & Snowboard (or their national governing body) gets 
charged for their membership. 

✓  If an athlete is left off, then their governing body will contact FIS 
and we have to explain why they were missed. 

 
 

Make sure to check the following 



✓ FIS Codes on all Reports! Entry/Seed List, Start List, & 
Result List 
✓ Checking the submitted electronic data more important 
than than paper copies. 
 

 
 

Make sure to check the following 



2019 Nordic Competition Guide 



Online TD Report for NRL 



https://usskiandsnowboard.org/sites/default/
files/files-resources/files/
2018/2019_NOR_CompGuide.pdf 



Work in progress…. 



NRL Sanction Report 



Google Form is live! 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
1UMPu2VXVmZaQwOwdJU6iOEfeXbnCYhJliHB6qaX9zyU/edit 
 
Paper Form needed for Offender Signature 
https://usskiandsnowboard.org/sport-development/officials-
development/nordic-officials-judges 

NRL Sanction Report 



Resources 



https://usskiandsnowboard.org/sport-development/
officials-development/nordic-officials-judges 
 
•  Links for the Recording of this presentation as well as the 

presentation files. 
•  Regional Coordinators have access to Google Drive where we 

can share resources. 
•  Future incorporation with IT Department. 

Officials Section  



Questions? 


